
Thy Word, O Lord, Before Me Lies
Written by Harold H. Brauer 

1953

The first of nine hymns written over the years was composed while serving as chairman of the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod, North Wisconsin District, Pastor-Teacher Conference in October 1953. The hymn concept was suggested by a
presentation on personal Bible study. The secretary, H. Handrich, noticed Pastor Brauer writing while the topic was
presented and at its conclusion asked to see the results. Originally, the hymn tune (shown below) used when writing the
hymn was Erhalt Uns, Herr, Geisliche Lieder, Wittenberg, 1543. In 1976 it was include in a special service at Zion
Lutheran Church, Wausau, WI, commemorating the 40th Anniversary of Rev. Brauer’s ordination into the Lutheran
ministry. Also, a “Day of Spiritual Music” at Zion Lutheran Church in 1956, featured this hymn using am unpublished
tune composed by Hugo Gehrke for the event.
(https://www.cuchicago.edu/contentassets/d4ea336194854fddafa7218f49e34882/gehrke-archive.pdf )

 


